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Portal Considerations: When to use Multiple Portals / Parent / Child or create a new DotNetNuke installation 
 
I have a single DotNetNuke installation with one domain name: 

 

I want to create several websites of a 
related category to the first website 

How complex are the new websites? 

Small sites consisting of general text / 
html pages, images, brochure sites using 
just core modules 

Large sites consisting of 100(s) / 1000 (s) 
of articles which require premium 
specialist modules and configuration Can you create sub-domains with your 

hosting package? 

Yes 
Create a parent portal 
using a sub-domain 

No 
Create a child portal 

Small sites consisting of general text / 
html pages, images, brochure sites which 
require premium specialist modules and 
configuration 

Large sites consisting of 100(s) / 1000 (s) 
of articles using just core modules 

Considerations: 
 
1) Backup for the SQL database could be a large file 
 
2) Are you hosting the websites for clients? 
 
3) If one portal is corrupted by a client, all portals may be brought 
offline 
 
4) Upgrading? If you wish to upgrade and each portal has a 
different configuration or set of premium modules, upgrading could 
be complex. 
 
5) Looking to the future, in a year or more, if a module that is in 
use on one portal is no longer supported by the developer and you 
wish to use a new module on a separate portal that requires an 
upgrade to the latest version of DotNetNuke what will you do? 

If those points concern you, we would recommend installing the 
website to a sub-domain using a separate installation of 
DotNetNuke. 
 
If you are comfortable with those points, go here 

View considerations 
2, 3, 4, 5 

View considerations  
1, 2, 3 

View considerations  
1, 2, 3, 4, 5 

View considerations 
2, 3 
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Portal Considerations: When to use Multiple Portals / Parent / Child or create a new DotNetNuke installation 
 
I have a single DotNetNuke installation with one domain name: 

 

I want to create several un-related 
websites with unique Domain Names 

How complex are the new websites? 

Small sites consisting of general text / 
HTML pages, images, brochure sites using 
just core modules 

Large sites consisting of 100(s) / 1000 (s) 
of articles which require premium 
specialist modules and configuration No 

Create a parent portal using 
a unique domain name 
 

Yes 
Create a separate installation 
of DotNetNuke using a 
unique domain name 

Small sites consisting of general text / 
HTML pages, images, brochure sites 
which require premium specialist modules 
and configuration 

Large sites consisting of 100(s) / 1000 (s) 
of articles using just core modules 

Considerations: 
 
1) Backup for the SQL database could be a large file 
 
2) Are you hosting the websites for clients? 
 
3) If one portal is corrupted by a client, all portals may be brought 
offline 
 
4) Upgrading? If you wish to upgrade and each portal has a 
different configuration or set of premium modules, upgrading could 
be complex. 
 
5) Looking to the future, in a year or more, if a module that is in 
use on one portal is no longer supported by the developer and you 
wish to use a new module on a separate portal that requires an 
upgrade to the latest version of DotNetNuke what will you do? 

Do those points concern you? 

View considerations 
2, 3, 4, 5 

View considerations  
1, 2, 3 

View considerations  
1, 2, 3, 4, 5 

View considerations 
2, 3 


